
As Seth Parker Woods and I brainstormed a project that would simultaneously feature his 
voice and cello playing, I asked if he would be willing to share several authors and works 
that were important for him. In reading through these, I was struck by Dudley Randall’s 
poem, “Primitives” –  and Difficult Grace began. I wanted to create a musical process, a 
kind of sonic network of relations that would set Randall’s original poem in dialogue with 
itself in musical time, both verbally and sonically. In Difficult Grace, I hoped to create a 
work where aspects of Randall’s poem (rhythms, durations, phonetic timbre, syntax and 
meaning) would generate each musical gesture (even the title is a line from this poem); 
and Seth’s voice and cello would be the instrument – all of the sounds in the live 
electronics layers are untransformed recordings of his performance. 

Dudley Randall’s original poem is reproduced in full:  



Fredrick Gifford  

I care if you listen calls the music of Fredrick Gifford “a world of characters and colors that 
explode from the stage.” His works explore different kinds of openness to create pieces 
that are never the same twice. His music has been performed in concerts and radio 
broadcasts in Europe, Asia and the Americas, performed by groups including International 
Contemporary Ensemble (ICE), Kairos Quartett, Ensemble Dal Niente, Quince 
Contemporary Vocal Ensemble and the Spektral Quartet. Festival appearances include 
Resonant Bodies, Bludenzer Tage zeitgemäßer Musik, Festival Internacional de Música 
Contemporánea (Mexico), Darmstadt Ferienkurse, soundSCAPE (Italy), ANODE, Aspen 
Music Festival, and Ear Taxi.  
 
Commissions, grants and support have come from: Arts Council of Illinois, Art Institute of 
Chicago, Associação Musical Pro-Organo, Chicago Academy for the Arts, the Harris & 
Wyatt Funds and the Department of Cultural Affairs and Special Events, Chicago. Recent 
and upcoming projects include the ongoing “mobile” series; 100 Not-songs for JOHN 
CAGE; a collaboration with Collect/Project, based on Klaus Huber’s Metanoia. His music 
has been recorded on Numérica (2012), by Hasco Duo (2014), Mabel Kwan (2015) and 
Ben Melsky (2019). 
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